Advanced Technical Writing
Final Project Documentation Plan (Draft) Assignment


Instructions: Create a file entitled <name>Final-Doc-Plan.rtf, where <name> is your full name (at least last name and first initial). Use the handout specification template as a starting-point. Be sure to turn it in to the appropriate Writing Handoff folder, plus save it onto removable media and/or email it to yourself and me at cmckit@ku.edu by Nov. 13. 

Document:
Create a documentation plan for your final project. At a minimum, it needs to contain and respond to your problem statement. It needs to describe the reader and how you will address their needs; to do this, it should contain a complete list of sections or pages (if you're planning an e-document), a list of headings, and any other material you will need to complete the semester project, such as references and other sources. 

Here is a link to the specification template: 
http://www.people.ku.edu/~cmckit/TechComm/562/562Handouts/ChapterSpecTemplate.rtf 

Outline the studies, reader/user community, surveys, or other studies you would find useful for this project or those you have created in order to write this project, all the time thinking how best to serve your reader by following good scientific method. 

Think of ways to tie this into your preparatory documents you've been working on and will work on next. What you've done so far are all drafts, so feel free to change them as needed. Check the syllabus for upcoming projects and think of ways to integrate what we'll be doing while you're preparing this document.

Any early draft of a doc plan will change as you work on your project, but you need to start somewhere. This can be brief as long as it contains the materials above or as detailed as you would find useful.

To refresh your memory about what goes into a formal specification or proposal (which is the technical-writing form that includes documentation plans), re-read the Elements of Proposals and Elements of Specs online handouts from the 362 class. See the Chapter specification template handout I created for this purpose; you needn’t use all of it, but it will guide you through creating much of this document.

Be sure to demonstrate what you have learned this semester!

Purpose:
To help you plan your final project and the projects leading up to it.

Audience:
Your instructor and you. We will workshop this in class, so also your classmates.


