Advanced Technical Writing
In-Class Writing Assignment: HTML Exercise


Instructions: Create a file entitled <name>HTML-exercise.htm, where <name> is your full name (at least last name and first initial), and save it to your computer. When you have completed the tutorials, save it to Blackboard. Follow instructor’s directions beyond the tutorials.

Go through at least one of these basic HTML tutorials: 
http://www.htmldog.com/guides/htmlbeginner/" http://www.htmldog.com/guides/htmlbeginner/ 
http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/tut/lessons.html" http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/tut/lessons.html 
http://www.htmlgoodies.com/
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/markel_tutorial/

Here are your website resources for this project: 
http://www.people.ku.edu/~cmckit/TechComm/WebLinks.htm#HTML" http://www.people.ku.edu/~cmckit/TechComm/WebLinks.htm#HTML

Here is the external KUTC site if the internal class site is down: 
http://web.ku.edu/~techcomm/WebLinks.htm#HTML" http://web.ku.edu/~techcomm/WebLinks.htm#HTML

Follow this procedure:
·	Create a new blank .htm file using Notepad. You can find Notepad in Start/Programs/Accessories/Notepad; otherwise, open the Run window and type Notepad.exe to start the program.
·	Help your classmates if you see them having trouble, and don’t be afraid to ask for help. We don’t want to work slowly, but we don’t want to leave anyone behind.
·	Save this file as "<your name>HTML-exercise.htm" – and leave open this Notepad file. Be sure to use Save As… and select the type called “All Files,” not “Text Documents.” However, only use Save As… on the first save; after that, use Save or you’ll end up having to select locations a lot of times.
·	Also open this file with your Internet browser (Internet Explorer, Netscape, Firefox, and so on) by double-clicking it in the folder where you saved it.
·	Now you can make your changes in Notepad while checking how it looks in your Internet browser. Leave both files open.
·	Be sure to save all the changes you make using Notepad by either clicking File/Save (not Save As…), or by hitting Ctrl-S.
·	You can see the changes in your Internet browser by hitting F5 to refresh the page.
·	Viola! You're building a website!

To edit your file after closing it, make sure to open the .htm file (right-click and then select Open With…) using Notepad, and then save it as .htm file of the “All Files” type. You can also open and edit it in an HTML editor like FrontPage, Dreamweaver, Netscape Web Editor, Homesite, etc. However, for this exercise, I want you to work in Notepad, not the fancy editors, because it’s important to have experience coding by hand. By the way, I can tell if you're being sneaky and using an editor by looking at your code <g>.
If you work on this at home, send me the .htm page(s) that you create while walking through the tutorials. Just attach them to an email - don't attach art, just link to them in your .htm file. Otherwise, just save your page(s) in the Writing Handoff folder for this HTML exercise.

Document:
Create a basic HTML document while walking through a tutorial.

Purpose:
To practice for the final project and become confident working with Web-based documentation forms and delivery methods.

Audience:
Yourself and your instructor.


