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Education
University of Kansas


Ph.D. Program in Cognitive Psychology






Aug, 2002 – May 2008

University of Kansas


M.A., Cognitive Psychology 







April 2004



Eastern Illinois University

B.A., Psychology; B.A., Sociology






May 2001

Membership in Professional Organizations
American Psychological Association, Student Affiliate

- Division 21, Applied Experimental and Engineering Psychology

Human Factors and Ergonomics Society, Student Affiliate

Teaching Experience
University of Kansas

Research Methods 

Class of 104 students, Fall 2007

Classes of approximately 40 students, Summer 2004, Summer 2005

General Psychology

Two sections per semester, approximately 45 students per section, Fall 2005–Spring 2007

Advanced Research Methods 

Class of approximately 12 students, Co-taught Spring 2005

Graduate Teaching Assistant: 

Cognitive Psychology (sections ranging from 100 to 300 students)

Psychological Statistics (sections of approximately 45 students) 

Fall 2002 – Fall 2005, Summer 2006

Research Interests

Attention to Dual-tasks 
Dual-task Methodology and Psychometrics

Visual Attention 

Ergonomics in Engineering

Technical Skills
Graduate minor in Quantitative Measures, including courses in structural equation modeling, 
multi-level modeling and factor analysis.  

Experience with SPSS, SAS, M-Plus, and LISREL software. 

Experience with ASL pan-tilt Eyetracker and GazeTracker eye-movement analysis software. 

Experience with STISIM Drive driving simulator.

Honors

Montie McMickell Award for Excellence in Experimental Psychology, University of 

Kansas, 2005

B.A. Cum Laude, Eastern Illinois University

Psychology Department and University Honors Program, Eastern Illinois University

Research Awards

University of Kansas Graduate and Professional Association Research Award

March 2006

Doctoral Dissertation Award, State Farm Insurance Companies, May 2005




Total award amount $13,000

Publications
Dressel, J. & Atchley, P. (in preparation). The dangers of negative emotional cellular phone 

conversations while driving.

Dressel, J., Atchley, P., Jones, T., & Burson, R. (submitted). Directional conversation is 

especially adverse to the Functional Field of View.

Dressel, J., & Atchley, P. (submitted). Cellular phone use while driving: A methodological 

checklist for investigating dual-task costs.
Atchley, P., & Dressel, J. (2006). The effect of fluorescent yellow-green background for 

vehicle-mounted work zone signs on attention and eye-movements. Technical report for the Iowa Department of Transportation. http://www.ctre.iastate.edu/smartwz/reports/2006_atchley_fygborder.pdf
Atchley, P. & Dressel, J. (2004).  Conversation limits the Functional Field of View.  

Human Factors, 46, 664-673.

Conference Presentations

Dressel, J., Atchley, P., Jones, T., & Burson, R. Directional conversation is especially adverse to 

the Functional Field of View. Poster presented at 15th annual convention of OPAM (Object Perception, Attention, and Memory). Long Beach, CA, 2007.

Dressel, J., & Atchley, P. Negative (but not positive) emotional conversations are the worst. 
Poster presented at the 47th annual meeting of the Psychonomic Society. Houston, TX, 2006.

Atchley, P., & Dressel, J.  Risky conversations: What aspects of conversations limit attention 
while driving? Presentation in the symposium: Are People Driving Beyond Their 
Perceptual and Cognitive Limits? 114th annual convention of the American Psychological Association. New Orleans, LA, 2006.

Dressel, J., & Atchley, P. The interfering effect of cell phone conversations is more than just 
talk. Poster presented at the 46th annual meeting of the Psychonomic Society. Toronto, ON, 2005.

Dressel, J., & Atchley, P. Conversation limits attention: The impact of conversation complexity. 
Poster presented at the 5th annual meeting of Vision Sciences Society, Sarasota, FL, May 2005.

Abstract published as:

Dressel, J., & Atchley, P. (2005). Conversation limits attention: The impact of conversation complexity [Abstract]. Journal of Vision, 5(8), 398a, http://journalofvision.org/5/8/398/, doi:10.1167/5.8.398

Dressel, J., &  Atchley, P. Conversation reduces attention through a limit of the Useful Field of 
View. Poster presented at the 44th annual meeting of the Psychonomic Society, 
Vancouver, BC, 2003.

Dressel, J. Perceptual influences and the boundary extension phenomenon. Talk given at Mid-
America Undergraduate Psychology Research Conference, Evansville, IN, 2000.
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